DDA Waiting List Video about Caroline.

I’m Caitlin, I’m eighteen years old and I’m from Rockville MD next year I am planning on going off to college.  
There are money and programs out there to make sure this dream comes true for me.

But I worry for my sister Caroline that her dreams of an independent lifestyle will never come true.

Caroline is thirteen years old, she had cerebral palsy, she goes to school, she’s a seventh grader, she loves boys, she loves to be with friends, she loves to go to the beach and go swimming.

Caroline requires very significant care. Pretty much from the moment she wakes up until she goes to sleep someone needs to be there supporting her.

My mom needs to get out of bed in the morning get her dressed for school, feed her breakfast and make sure she gets off to school on the bus.

The Waiting List is a list of 16, 000 families like mine waiting for support and services from the government to help support their children. I think its time for policymakers to stand up and take notice of these people and realize that the list is not going away, its only growing. 

MD is the wealthiest state in the nation yet it’s ranked at the very bottom in terms of supporting the needs of individuals with disabilities.
I worry that Caroline and I might not be able to have a normal sister relationship, that I would become her primary caretaker.

And my wish for Caroline would be that she will live an independent life, like I will and then that our relationship could just be as sisters.

