DDA Waiting List Video about Brent

Hi. My name is Brent and I am on the Developmental Disabilities Administration waiting list. I live in Prince Georges County.

I was born with cerebral palsy, which does not allow me to move certain muscles in my body or to utilize the right side of my body. Therefore, I use a wheelchair as a means of getting around.

Thanks to my mother who works to support us, I am now a college student majoring in music production and business.

Laverne:

I taught my son to be an advocate for himself, and to speak up for what he deserves. Brent has been an advocate since elementary school, speaking up for himself and other disabled children. 

Being a single working mom is challenging in itself, but coupled with being a mom that's working and having a disabled child to worry about, complicates it. When I leave the house for my workday, it's always filled with "what's going on with Brent...is he OK...did he hurt himself?"

My house is small and difficult for Brent to navigate. The halls are too narrow for his wheelchair, and he gets stuck going through doorways to the bathroom and kitchen and his bedroom. The bathroom is so small it is extremely difficult for him to even wash his hands.

I don't want to have to worry about those things...I want to know that the next step that is due to him, his independent life, is there for him.

Brent:

My Mom has done a great job but it's time for me to move out and live on my own. But, in order to do that, I need DDA support.

There are over 18,000 people on the list waiting for community services. How long will I have to wait to reach my independence?

